The Impact of Combined Transarterial Chemoembolization on the Overall Survival of Patients with Advanced Hepatocellular Carcinoma Treated with Sorafenib.
Sorafenib has been proved to prolong survival of patients with advanced hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC), but with moderate efficacy. The present study aimed to evaluate the prognostic factors for overall survival (OS) in Chinese patients with advanced HCC treated with sorafenib who had been refractory to transarterial chemoembolization (TACE) and identify the impact of combined TACE on OS. 29 cases with advanced HCC treated with sorafenib between Feb 2009 and Sep 2012 who had been treated with TACE and finally failed to respond to TACE were included in the analysis. The survival was analysed by Kaplan-Meier Method. The clinical parameters were analysed by univariate and multivariate analysis to determine the prognostic factors of OS. Median OS of the whole cohort was 11.867 months. Combined TACE and ALB > 39.4 g/L were the independent prognostic factors associated with improved OS while Barcelona Clinic Liver Cancer (BCLC) stage C was associated with reduced OS. The overall incidence of sorafenib-related adverse effects was 82.8% and most were mild. Albumin and combined TACE is associated with improved OS in patients with advanced HCC treated with sorafenib who had been refractory to TACE. While, BCLC stage C is an independent negative prognostic factor for the OS.